PRESS RELEASE

Friday, December 5, 2014, Craiova - Romania
ISPE - Institute for Studies and Power Engineering together with the
Politehnica University of Bucharest (UPB) organized the final National
Conference CleanCOALtech 2014 with the topic "Clean coal
combustion technologies". The event took place on December 5, 2014
at University House in Craiova, Dolj County, Oltenia South West region.
ISPE organized this event as partner of the CleanCOALtech project
"Educational and Training System for Clean Coal Technologies" along with
Politehnica University of Bucharest (UPB) and the other Romanian
members of the international consortium: ARoTT - Romanian Association
for Technology Transfer and Innovation. (Please see attached the Summary
of the Project and the Conference Programme)
CleanCOALtech National Conference aimed at disseminating the main
objectives and the final results of the educational & training project and the
promotion of the European funds made available through the LIFELONG
LEARNING PROGRAM; Leonardo da Vinci / Transfer of Innovation - TOI /
2012. Another objective of the conference, considering the new geopolitical
background in the region, was drawing attention both to the national
exploitation potential and efficient & clean use of coal domestic resources,
and to the scientific interest in solutions and technologies already
implemented in the energy sector in Romania.
During the opening dr. George DARIE, UPB Rector highly appreciated the
scientific level of the lecturers and papers presented, the interest showed by
TPPs and CHPPs running on coal, academia and RDI, consultancy and design
companies, project and technology developers, associations and CVET
providers from Romania. He also stressed the need to focus the attention of
the national authorities and EU on the fossil fuels potential of Romania in
the national energy mix in the new East political context, including the
deployment of innovative environmental technologies through the funding
opportunities programs 2014-2020, thus contributing significantly to
reducing CO2 emissions.

Within Technical Session II the presentations dedicated to the RDI activities,
CVET programs, solutions and technologies for clean and efficient coal
combustion were delivered by representatives from ALSTOM Romania,
Govora CHPP, Oltenia Energy Holding - Mining Division Branch, Research
Center for Macromolecular Materials and Membranes, Perfect Service,
ICEMENERG, Constantin Brancusi University of Targu Jiu, University of
Craiova, Romelectro, INSEMEX and ISPE (Please see attached the final
Conference Agenda).
CleanCOALtech 2014 National Conference was moderated by Ms Gloria
Popescu, ISPE and dr.Vladimir Tanasiev, UPB.
The final message was delivered by dr. Corneliu Ditescu, Director, Turceni
TPP Branch, Oltenia Energy Holding: "Romania can become an electricity
exporter and share knowledge and expertise in the energy field for the
South East European region, trusting that in the future these achievements
in areas of RDI, knowledge transfer and CVET programs in clean coal
combustion technologies will push forward industrial scale demonstration
projects. Oltenia Energy Holding is increasingly present in European
research partnerships between design-consultancy - technology
developers - electricity producers, in order to maintain domestic coal in the
spotlight and to make the transition from pilot projects stage to
demonstration and commercial scale".
The event brought together about 50 participants involved in the topics
discussed and praised the event as a real interest, demonstrating the
existence of successful cooperation stories between Romanian academia,
RDI and industry.
At this national event were distributed the following information and
knowledge transfer materials: conference agenda; CleanCOALtech Project
in Brief; CleanCOALtech CD: Country Reports (United Kingdom, Greece and
Romania) in English and Romanian, Joint Report on coal energy sector in the
countries mentioned, in English, Training Handbooks for specialists and
non-specialists in Romanian.

CleanCOALtech project was presented in Technical Session I of the UPB and
ISPE, Part II of the conference was devoted to other successful projects
developed by leading players in the coal sector.
During the presentation of CleanCOALtech project, carried out by the
project team UPB and ISPE, were drawn out comparative results of the Joint
Report UK, Greece and Romania - with an emphasis on human resource
structure and CVET system. Two of the main causes of major discrepancies,
on the number of employees per MW installed, between Romania, Greece
and the UK are the maintenance services outsourcing (repair, supervision
and control) and the technological level of the power units and the degree of
processes automation.
Knowing the current trends regarding the quality and number of employees
in the coal energy, it was stressed that there is still no national correlation
between the restructuring process of the coal energy sector (retrofitting
and upgrading) and the need for employees with a high level of
performance and knowledge. Although the legislative framework in the
field of CVET is almost modernized, much work in this field is needed in the
energy sector to reach UK and Greece.
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